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B-3007 - B-3015 1810-25/1850-51 
738-722 S. Charles St. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

738 and 722 S. Charles St. (the two corner houses) are the oldest 
houses on this side of the 700 block of S. Charles St., having been built 
in the period between 1810 and 1825, or perhaps earlier. 738 S. Charles St. 
is two and a half stories in height, four bays wide on S. Charles St. and 
two bays wide on W. Montgomery St., with a dormer window facing both streets. 
The first floor area most recently served as a local grocery and there is a 
late, corner storefront entrance set diagonally to the corner of S. Charles 
and Montgomery Streets. 722 S. Charles St. is a two and a half story, two 
bay wide brick house built by a local house carpenter, Thomas Hollingsworth, 
that shows the one room deep floor plan used in the earliest Federal-style 
houses built in the area. The remaining houses on the street are all three 
stories in height and two bays wide. All were originally built with gable 
roofs, like the present-day 734, 732, 730, 726, and 724 S. Charles St., but 
728 and 736 S. Charles St. were remodeled after the Civil War in the currently 
fashionable Italianate style and now have shed roofs and bracketed cornices. 
This group of three story houses was built in 1850-1851 to serve as combination 
storefront/residences for the increasing number of small shopkeepers moving 
into the area to meet the needs of the growing population. 
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This three story gable roofed structure was built between 1849 and 1851 
as part of a group of such houses extending along this side of Charles St. 
Like most of its neighbors, its first floor has been converted into a shop front. 

The house is a full three stories in height, 13 1/2' wide and extends back 
on its lot about . It is constructed in running bond. The house has a low-
pitched gable roof with a rectangular-shaped chimney along its north side. There 
is a simple brick cornice. The window openings of the second floor have segmentally 
arched brick lintels with scroll sawed tympanum and stone sills. Those of the 
third floor have stone sills but no lintels. No original sash remains and the 
openings are boarded. 

The original window opening of the first floor has been widened and given 
a round-arch treatment. This opening, too, is currently boarded and plastered. 
The narrow doorway has a segmentally arched brick lintel. The doorway and transom 
area are currently boarded up. The house sits on a very low basement. There is 
no stoop. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant as being representative of a large group of three story 
gable roofed houses built in the 1840's and 1850's to serve as combination residential/ 
commercial structures. The first floor area served as a store-front and the family 
lived on the two floors above. Buildings of this type were designed to meet the needs 
of the influx of small shop-keepers who were moving into the Federal Hill area to 
service the growing community. The first occupant of the house, a George Goppert, 
operated a gunsmith shop at this location. The second occupant, William Bussman, 
had a shoemaking shop on the premises. 

The house was built by William Wight as part of a row of such houses extending 
from 724 to 730 S. Charles St. Wight had obtained the land by deed from John Howard 
McHenry, the grandson of John Eager Howard, from whose estate he had received the 
property.3 In 1851 the house itself was sold for $700 by Goppert, the original lessee, 
to Bussman, whose family continued to live at this location for thirty years 3 

The house has recently been sold by the City to a private owner and will hopefully 
soon be restored. 

^Baltimore City Directory, 1851 

2Ibid., 1853 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 338, Folio 343 

4Ibid., Liber AWB 465, Folio 185 
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